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IMAGE OUTPUT SYSTEM, INFORMATION
PROCESSING DEVICE, AND
AUTHENTICATION DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is the national phase under 35 U.S.C. §371
of PCT International Application No. PCT/JP2012/082439
which has an International filing date of Dec. 14, 2012 and
designated the United States of America.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to: an image output system in
which a user instructs, by using an information processing
device, a desired image output device to output an image; the
information processing device; and an authentication device
which authenticates the user.

2. Description of Related Art

Recently, information terminal devices such as smart-
phones and tablet terminals have rapidly spread and a demand
for printing processing of data such as photographs and docu-
ments stored in the information terminal devices has rapidly
increased. The information terminal device includes a com-
munication function for connecting to a network and trans-
mits the data to a multifunction device via the network, to be
able to easily print the data.

However, in order to transmit data to the multifunction
device, specific information for specifying a multifunction
device to which the data is transmitted is required. As the
specific information for specifying the multifunction device,
for example, an Internet Protocol (IP) address assigned to the
multifunction device may be used. However, it is difficult to
obtain such information. A method for posting the IP address
assigned to the multifunction device on the multifunction
device may be used to obtain the information, but this method
has a security problem.

Therefore, Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No.
2004-274520 discloses a system for converting the specific
information of each multifunction device into code patterns
and displaying the code patterns on each multifunction
device. In the system disclosed in Patent Document 1, a user
photographs the code patterns by using a camera function of
the information terminal device and decodes the code pat-
terns, so as to obtain the specific information of the multi-
function device. Thereby, it is possible to obtain the specific
information of the multifunction device that the user desires
to use, while maintaining the security.

SUMMARY

In the case of the multifunction device used in an office, to
prevent information from leaking from the multifunction
device and monitor the used information and the like, an
authentication system for authenticating the user when using
the multifunction device has been generally introduced.

Even the system disclosed in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-open No. 2004-274520 has a configuration to make
communication terminals authenticate each other based on a
PIN code which is shared between the communication termi-
nals. However, the configuration disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-open No. 2004-274520 is not a structure to
authenticate a user but instead is a structure to securely trans-
mitand receive data. Further, in the configuration disclosed in
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No.2004-274520, the
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PIN code needs to be set in the multifunction device in
advance, and therefore, when several multifunction devices
are installed, it is necessary to register and change the PIN
codes for each of the multifunction devices. As a result, the
system disclosed in Patent Document 1 has a problem that it
is necessary to carry out such operations.

Further, the authentication system includes, for example, a
computer which are used by a user, a multifunction device
and an authentication server, and has a configuration in which
a user requests authentication to the authentication server
using the computer. Further, the authentication server is con-
figured to receive a printing request to the desired multifunc-
tion device along with the authentication request from the
user (computer), and transmit the printing request to the mul-
tifunction device designated by the user only when the user is
authenticated. In this configuration, the specific information
of the multifunction device is transmitted from the computer
to the authentication server along with the authentication
request, and communication identification information (spe-
cific information) such as the IP address is transmitted onto a
communication path from the computer to the authentication
server. Accordingly, there is a problem that secret information
such as communication identification information may be
illegally obtained.

The present invention has been made with the aim of solv-
ing the above problems. It is an object of the present invention
to provide an image output system and an information pro-
cessing device capable of allowing a user to easily use a
desired image output device without knowing specific infor-
mation of the image output device (multifunction device) in
advance at the time of using the image output device itself.
Further, it is another object of the present invention to provide
an authentication device and an image output system capable
of preventing illegal obtainment of secret information.

An image output system of the present invention is an
image output system which comprises: an image output
device outputting an image based on obtained data; an infor-
mation processing device instructing execution of the image
output by the image output device; and an authentication
device authenticating a user who instructs the execution of the
image output through the information processing device. The
image output system is characterized in that the information
processing device includes: a device information obtaining
unit that obtains device information for specifying the image
output device; an user information obtaining unit that obtains
user information for specifying a user; and a transmitting unit
that transmits the device information obtained by the device
information obtaining unit and the user information obtained
by the user information obtaining unit to the authentication
device. The image output system is characterized in that the
authentication device includes: an authentication unit that
authenticates the user based on the user information obtained
from the information processing device; a specifying unit that
specifies the image output device based on the device infor-
mation obtained from the information processing device; and
a control unit that allows the user authenticated by the authen-
tication unit to execute the image output instructed to the
image output device specified by the specifying unit.

According to the present invention, in the image output
system in which the user (instructor) instructs execution of
the image output by the image output device by using the
information processing device, the information processing
device obtains the device information for specifying the
image output device and the user information for specifying
the user, and transmits the obtained information to the authen-
tication device. The authentication device authenticates the
user based on the obtained user information, specifies the
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image output device based on the obtained device informa-
tion, and allows the authenticated user to execute the image
output instructed to the specified image output device. When
requesting authentication to the authentication device, the
information processing device transmits the device informa-
tion of the image output device to allow the authentication
device to specify the image output device that the authenti-
cated user desires to use.

In the image output system according to the present inven-
tion, the information processing device include a code read-
ing unit that reads a code pattern coding the device informa-
tion, and the device information obtaining unit obtains the
device information read by the code reading unit.

According to the present invention, the information pro-
cessing device reads the code pattern coding the device infor-
mation to obtain the device information. Therefore, the user
can easily obtain the device information of the image output
device that the user desires to use, while maintaining security,
without knowing the device information (destination infor-
mation such as the IP address) of the image output device in
advance.

In the image output system according to the present inven-
tion, the code reading unit includes an image obtaining unit,
and the device information obtaining unit obtains the device
information from data obtained by imaging the code pattern
using the image obtaining unit.

According to the present invention, the information pro-
cessing device obtains the device information from data
obtained by imaging the code pattern coding the device infor-
mation by using the image obtaining unit. Therefore, the
device information of the image output device can be easily
obtained using the information processing device having the
camera function, while maintaining security.

In the image output system according to the present inven-
tion, the authentication device has a storage unit in which data
to be processed by the image output device for each user are
stored, and the control unit transmits the data stored in the
storage unit in association with the user to the image output
device.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device stores the data to be processed by the image output
device for each user, and transmits the data stored in associa-
tion with the user to the image output device when the execu-
tion of the image output instructed by the user is permitted.
Therefore, if the user stores, in the authentication device, the
data to be processed in advance, the user only requests the
authentication to the authentication device by using the infor-
mation processing device, to execute the image output.

In the image output system according to the present inven-
tion, the device information includes information for speci-
fying the authentication device assigned to the image output
device. In the image output system, the information process-
ing device includes an authentication device specifying unit
that specifies the authentication device based on the device
information, and the transmitting unit transmits the device
information and the user information to the authentication
device specified by the authentication device specifying unit.

According to the present invention, the device information
includes the information for specifying the authentication
device assigned to the image output device, and the informa-
tion processing device specifies the authentication device
based on the device information and transmits the device
information and the user information to the specified authen-
tication device. Therefore, even when burden is dispersed by
aplurality of authentication devices, the information process-
ing device can specify an appropriate authentication device
and efficiently request the authentication.
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In the image output system according to the present inven-
tion, the authentication device includes a request reception
unit that receives a data request from the image output device,
and the control unit transmits the data to the image output
device based on the request received by the request reception
unit, when the data cannot be transmitted to the image output
device.

According to the present invention, when the data cannot
be transmitted to the image output device, the authentication
device transmits the data to the image output device based on
the data request received from the image output device.
Therefore, for example, even when the authentication device
cannot transmit the data to the image output device, the data
can be transmitted from the authentication device to the
image output device depending on an access from the image
output device. For example, when the authentication device is
connected to an Internet and the image output device is con-
nected to only the Intranet, only the address for the Intranet
connection is set in the image output device, so that the
authentication device cannot transmit data to the image out-
put device through the Internet. However, the image output
device can access the authentication device and periodically
query the authentication device whether there is a printing
request (image output request) to the image output device,
and when there is a printing request, if the image output
device is configured to obtain the data to be processed from
the authentication device, it is possible to transmit the data
from the authentication device to the image output device.

An information processing device of the present invention
is an information processing device which instructs an execu-
tion of an image output by an image output device. The
information processing device is characterized by including:
an image obtaining unit; a device information obtaining unit
that obtains device information from data obtained by imag-
ing a code pattern coding the device information for specify-
ing the image output device by using the image obtaining
unit; a user information obtaining unit that obtains user infor-
mation for specifying a user; and a transmitting unit that
transmits the device information obtained by the device infor-
mation obtaining unit and the user information obtained by
the user information obtaining unit to an outside thereof.

According to the present invention, the information pro-
cessing device obtains the device information from the data
obtained by imaging the code pattern coding the device infor-
mation of the image output device by its own image obtaining
unit. Further, the information processing device obtains the
user information for specifying the user, transmits the
obtained device information and user information to the
authentication device, and instructs an execution of an image
output performed by an image output device. Therefore, if the
user requests the authentication to the authentication device
through the information processing device, the device infor-
mation of the image output device that the user desires to use
is notified the authentication device.

An authentication device of the present invention is an
authentication device which authenticates a user using an
image output device. The authentication device is character-
ized by including: a device information obtaining unit that
obtains device information for specifying the image output
device from an outside thereof; a user information obtaining
unit that obtains user information for specifying a user from
the outside; an authentication unit that authenticates the user
based on the user information obtained by the user informa-
tion obtaining unit; a specifying unit that specifies the image
output device based on the device information obtained by the
device information obtaining unit; and a permission unit that
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permits the user authenticated by the authentication unit to
use the image output device specified by the specifying unit.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device which authenticates the user using the image output
device obtains the device information for specifying the
image output device, and the user information for specifying
the user from the outside. The authentication device authen-
ticates the user based on the user information and specifies the
image output device based on the device information. Further,
the authentication device permits the authenticated user to use
the specified image output device. Therefore, when the user
requests the authentication of the authentication device by
using the device which the user has, the device information of
the image output device is transmitted to the authentication
device, so that the authentication device can specify the image
output device that the user desires to use.

The authentication device of the present invention
includes: a destination storage unit that stores the device
information and destination information of the image output
device in association with each other; and a data storage unit
that stores the data to be processed by the image output device
for each user. In the authentication device, the specifying unit
specifies the destination information of the image output
device corresponding to the device information based on the
information stored in the destination storage unit, and the
permission unit transmits the data stored in the data storage
unit in association with the user permitted to use the image
output device to the image output device based on the desti-
nation information specified by the specifying unit.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device stores the device information and the destination infor-
mation of the image output device in association with each
other, so that the authentication device can specify the desti-
nation information of the image output device corresponding
to the obtained device information. Since the destination
information (for example, network identification information
of the IP address or the like) of the image output device is
managed by the authentication device side, when the process-
ing request of the image output device is transmitted from an
external device (device to be used by the user) to the authen-
tication device, there is no need to transmit the destination
information of the image output device to the authentication
device. Therefore, since the network identification informa-
tion such as the IP address is not transmitted onto the com-
munication path, it is possible to prevent the illegal obtain-
ment of secret information such as the network identification
information. It is also possible to reduce the risk of the secret
information leakage by using the low security risk informa-
tion such as the installation place of the image output device,
as the device information. Further, it is possible to unitarily
manage the destination information of each image output
device in the authentication device.

Further, since the data to be processed by the image output
device are stored for each user at the authentication device,
when the use of the image output device is permitted to the
user, the authentication device transmits the data stored in
association with the user to the image output device based on
the specified destination information. Therefore, if the user
stores, in the authentication device, the datato be processed in
advance, the user only requests the authentication to the
authentication device through the device which the user has,
to execute the image output.

In the authentication device of the present invention, the
device information obtaining unit obtains the setting condi-
tions relating to the processing by the image output device
along with the device information, and the permission unit
transmits, to the image output device, the execution instruc-
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6

tion of the image output based on the setting conditions
obtained by the device information obtaining unit along with
the data.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device obtains the setting conditions relating to the process-
ing by the image output device along with the device infor-
mation, and transmits the execution instruction of the image
output based on the obtained setting conditions to the image
output device. Therefore, a user, who desires to request the
printing to be executed by the image output device, may allow
the device for the user to obtain the setting conditions along
with the device information of the image output device and to
transmit the obtained setting conditions to the authentication
device. Thus, the execution of the printing processing based
on the desired setting conditions can be requested and the
printing processing can be performed smoothly.

In the authentication device of the present invention, the
device information obtaining unit obtains status information
relating to the operation state of the image output device
along with the device information. The authentication device
includes a determination unit that determines whether the
image output device is able to operate based on the status
information obtained by the device information obtaining
unit.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device obtains the status information relating to the operation
state of the image output device along with the device infor-
mation, and determines whether the image output device is
able to operate based on the obtained status information.
Therefore, when any error occurs in the image output device,
the authentication device can understand the situation. Thus,
it is possible to cope rapidly with the error.

In the authentication device according to the present inven-
tion, the user information obtaining unit obtains the permis-
sion information representing the use permission of the image
output device instead of the user information. In the authen-
tication device, when the user information obtaining unit
obtains the permission information, the permission unit per-
mits the use of the image output device specified by the
specifying unit.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device obtains the permission information representing the
user permission of the image output device instead of the user
information, and when obtaining the permission information,
permits the use of the image output device without authenti-
cating the user. Therefore, even though the user does not have
an authority to use the image output device, it is possible to
use the image output device.

The authentication device of the present invention
includes: a user condition storage unit that stores the user and
the setting conditions relating to the processing which can be
executed by the user in association with each other; and a user
condition specifying unit that specifies the setting conditions
of the image output to be executed based on the setting con-
ditions obtained by the device information obtaining unit and
the setting conditions stored in the user condition storage unit.
In the authentication device, the permission unit transmits, to
the image output device, the execution instruction of the
image output based on the setting conditions specified by the
user condition specifying unit.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device stores each user and the setting conditions relating to
the processing which can be executed by each user in asso-
ciation with each other, and specifies the setting conditions of
the image output to be executed based on the setting condi-
tions obtained from the outside and the setting conditions
previously stored for each user. Further, the authentication
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device transmits the execution instruction of the image output
based on the specified setting conditions to the image output
device. Therefore, by previously registering the setting con-
ditions in which setting is permitted for each user in the
authentication device, the authentication device can instruct
the image output device to execute the printing processing
based on the pre-registered setting conditions when obtaining
the printing request from each user. In this case, the printing
conditions which can be executed by each user can be limited,
and the printing processing result in the pre-registered print-
ing conditions can be reliably obtained.

The authentication device of the present invention include:
a device condition storage unit that stores the image output
device and setting conditions relating to the processing by the
image output device in association with each other; and a
device condition specifying unit that specifies the setting
conditions of the image output to be executed based on the
setting conditions obtained by the device information obtain-
ing unit and the setting conditions stored in the device con-
dition storage unit. In the authentication device, the permis-
sion unit transmits the execution instruction of the image
output based on the setting conditions specified by the device
condition specifying unit to the image output device.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device stores each image output device and the setting con-
ditions relating to processing by each image output device in
association with each other, and specifies the setting condi-
tions of the image output to be executed based on the setting
conditions obtained from the outside and the setting condi-
tions previously stored for each image output device. Further,
the authentication device transmits the execution instruction
of the image output based on the specified setting conditions
to the image output device. Therefore, for example, even
when the printing processing of the setting conditions
obtained by the authentication device from the external
device (device to be used by the user) cannot be executed by
the corresponding image output device, the printing process-
ing based on the setting conditions which can be executed by
the image output device is reliably executed.

An image output system of the present invention is an
image output system which includes: an image output device
outputting an image based on obtained data; an information
processing device instructing execution of the image output
by the image output device; and an authentication device
authenticating a user who instructs the image output by using
the information processing device. The image output system
is characterized in that the information processing device
includes: a device information obtaining unit that obtains
device information for specifying the image output device; a
user information obtaining unit that obtains user information
for specifying auser; and a transmitting unit that transmits the
device information obtained by the device information
obtaining unit and user information obtained by the user
information obtaining unit to the authentication device. The
image output system is characterized in that the authentica-
tion device includes: an authentication unit that authenticates
the user based on the user information obtained from the
information processing device; a specifying unit that speci-
fies the image output device based on the device information
obtained from the information processing device; and a per-
mission unit that permits the user authenticated by the authen-
tication unit to use the image output device specified by the
specifying unit.

According to the present invention, in the image output
system in which the user (instructor) instructs the execution
of the image output by the image output device by using the
information processing device, the information processing
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device obtains the device information of the image output
device and the user information, and transmits the obtained
information to the authentication device. The authentication
device authenticates the user based on the obtained user infor-
mation, specifies the image output device based on the
obtained device information, and allows the authenticated
user to execute the image output by the specified image output
device. When the information processing device requests the
authentication to the authentication device, the device infor-
mation of the image output device is transmitted to the
authentication device, so that the authentication device can
specify the image output device that the authenticated user
desires to use.

According to the present invention, in the system in which
the user instructs an execution of the image output by the
image output device by using the information processing
device, the user need not know the information (destination
information such as IP address) about the image output device
in advance. In particular, in the system in which the user
authentication is introduced at the time of the use of the image
output device, when the user requests the authentication to the
authentication device by using the information processing
device, the device information of the image output device is
also transmitted, so that the desired image output device can
be easily used.

According to the present invention, the authentication
device which authenticates the user using the image output
device obtains the device information of the image output
device along with the user information, and specifies the
image output device based on the obtained device informa-
tion. Since the image output device is specified by the authen-
tication device side, the user need not know the information
(destination information such as the IP address) relating to the
image output device in advance. Further, the device informa-
tion obtained from the outside by the authentication device
does not include the destination information such as the IP
address of the image output device, and when the authentica-
tion device specifies the destination information of the image
output device, secret information such as the destination
information is not transmitted, and therefore illegal obtain-
ment of the secret information can be prevented.

The above and further objects and features will more fully
be apparent from the following detailed description with
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of an
image output system according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 2 is a block view illustrating a configuration of a
multifunction device, an authentication server, and an infor-
mation processing terminal;

FIG. 3 is a block view illustrating a functional configura-
tion of the authentication server;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of a
multifunction device information DB and a user information
DB;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by the image output system;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of the print-
ing processing by the image output system;

FIG. 7 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration
example of a printing request screen;

FIG. 8 is a schematic view illustrating an example of acode
pattern of information of the multifunction device;
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FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 2;

FIG.10is a schematic view illustrating a modified example
of the printing request screen;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of code
pattern generating processing by a multifunction device
according to Embodiment 3;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 3;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of code
pattern generating processing by a multifunction device
according to Embodiment 4;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 4;

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of code
pattern generating processing by a multifunction device
according to Embodiment 5;

FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 5; and

FIG. 17 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration
example of the printing request screen.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following will describe in detail an image output sys-
tem, an information processing device, and an authentication
device according to the present invention with reference to the
drawings illustrating some embodiments thereof.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 1is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of an
image output system according to Embodiment 1, and FIG. 2
is a block view illustrating a configuration of a multifunction
device, an authentication server, and an information process-
ing terminal. The image output system according to Embodi-
ment 1 includes a multifunction device (image output device)
1, an authentication server (authentication device) 2, and an
information processing terminal (information processing
device) 3, each of which can be connected to a network N
such as the Internet. Hereinafter, the system in which the
multifunction device 1, the authentication server 2, and the
information processing terminal 3 may be each provided
singularly is described by way of example, but a plurality of
any one or all of the multifunction device 1, the authentication
server 2, and the information processing terminal 3 may also
be provided, respectively.

The multifunction device 1 is a digital multifunction device
oran analog multifunction device, and may be installed in, for
example, a convenience store. The multifunction device 1
includes a control unit 10, an operation panel 11, an image
reading unit 12, an image forming unit 13, a communication
unit 14 and the like.

The operation panel 11 is a touch panel in which an input
unit 11a and a display unit 115 are integrally configured. The
input unit 11a includes various input keys required to operate
the multifunction device 1 by a user and receives information
based on the input key operated by the user and transmits the
received information to the control unit 10. The display unit
1154 is, for example, a liquid crystal display, a plasma display,
an organic EL panel and the like, and displays information
notified to the user, information required for an operation and
the like depending on an instruction from the control unit 10.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

Further, the input unit 11a¢ and the display unit 115 may be
separately disposed, without using the touch panel.

The image reading unit 12 is, for example, a scanner
including a charged coupled device (CCD) and reads charac-
ters, images and the like, which are printed on a document, as
image data. Further, the image reading unit 12 may has a
function of transferring sequentially each sheet of docu-
ments, which are placed on a predetermined document tray,
up to positions read by the scanner.

The image forming unit 13 is an image forming means
based on an electro-photographic system, an inkjet system, a
thermal transfer system or the like, and performs a printing
processing (image output) based on image data that the image
reading unit 12 read from a document or printing data that the
communication unit 14 receives from outside through a net-
work N. The image forming unit 13 forms images (characters/
photographs/graphics) on a recording sheet, such as record-
ing paper, based on the image data or the printing data.

The communication unit 14 includes a network card, a
modem and the like, and can be connected to the communi-
cation network N such as a public-line network, a local area
network (LAN), and the Internet, and communicates with
external devices, such as the authentication server 2 and the
information processing terminal 3 through the network N.
The communication unit 14 may be an interface for commu-
nication with wire, and may also be an interface for wireless
communication. Further, the communication unit 14 may be
directly connected with the authentication server 2 through a
physical cable.

Further, the communication unit 14 has a function of trans-
mitting and receiving an email, and may also transmit and
receive an email through the network N.

The control unit 10 includes a central processing unit
(CPU), a microprocessor unit (MPU) or the like, and controls
operations of each unit which is included in the multifunction
device 1. In detail, the CPU or the MPU of the control unit 10
loads and executes a control program previously stored in a
ROM (not illustrated) into a RAM (not illustrated) to operate
the multifunction device 1 as the image output device of the
image output system according to the present invention.

Further, the multifunction device 1 includes a storage
device (not illustrated) such as a hard disk drive (HDD) and
stores various kinds of data (printing data) received from the
external device as a data to be printed.

The authentication server 2 is a server computer, and is
linked with the multifunction device 1 to perform the authen-
tication processing of the user using the multifunction device
1. The authentication server 2 includes a control unit 20, a
storage unit 21, a communication unit 22 and the like.

The storage unit 21 is a storage device such as an HDD, and
stores various kinds of control programs, various kinds of
data and the like, which are required for processing executed
by the authentication server 2. Further, in the storage unit 21,
an electronic data database (hereinafter, referred to an elec-
tronic data DB) 21a, a multifunction device information data-
base (hereinafter, referred to as a multifunction device infor-
mation DB) 215, and a wuser information database
(hereinafter, referred to as a user information DB) 21c¢ are
stored (see FIG. 3).

The communication unit 22 has the same configuration as
the communication unit 14 of the multifunction device 1.
Therefore, the communication unit 22 communicates with
external devices, such as the multifunction device 1 and the
information processing terminal 3 through the network N.
Further, the communication unit 22 has a function of trans-
mitting and receiving an email, and may also transmit and
receive an email through the network N.
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The control unit 20 includes the CPU, the MPU or the like,
and controls an operation of each unit which is included in the
authentication server 2. In detail, the CPU or the MPU of the
control unit 20 loads and executes the control program pre-
viously stored in the storage unit 21 or the ROM (not illus-
trated) into the RAM (not illustrated) to operate the authen-
tication server 2 as the authentication device of the image
output system according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a block view illustrating the functional configu-
ration of the authentication server 2. In the control unit 20 of
the authentication server 2, the CPU or the MPU executes a
control program previously stored in the storage unit 21 or the
ROM to realize each function of a function control unit 23, a
storage processing unit 24, a multifunction device manage-
ment unit 25, and a user authentication unit 26. The function
controlunit 23 controls each operation of the storage process-
ing unit 24, the multifunction device management unit 25,
and the user authentication unit 26.

The storage processing unit 24 stores the printing data
(electronic file data to be printed by the multifunction device
1), which is received from the outside via the network N
through the communication unit 22, in the electronic data DB
21a. Further, the communication unit 22 receives the printing
data from the information processing terminal 3 and a per-
sonal computer (not illustrated) which can be connected to
the network N. Further, the printing data are transmitted along
with the user information of the user who uses the multifunc-
tion device 1 to perform the printing processing using the
print service provided by the image output system. Further,
the user who desires to use the print service provided by the
image output system needs to be registered in advance and the
user information transmitted along with the printing data is a
user ID which is registered at the time of the user registration.

Therefore, when receiving the printing data from the out-
side, the storage processing unit 24 stores the received print-
ing data in the electronic data DB 214 in association with the
user ID received along with the printing data.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of
the multifunction device information DB 215 and the user
information DB 21c.

The multifunction device information DB 215 are regis-
tered with a multifunction device ID for specifying each
multifunction device 1, IP addresses assigned to each multi-
function device 1, and setting conditions which can be used in
each multifunction device 1 in association with one another.
When the communication unit 22 of the authentication server
2 receives a change or an addition of the registration infor-
mation of the multifunction device information DB 2154
through the network N or the operation unit (not illustrated),
the multifunction device management unit 25 updates the
registration information of the multifunction device informa-
tion DB 215. The multifunction device management unit 25
manages the information of the multifunction device 1 to be
managed by its own authentication server 2, based on the
registration information of the multifunction device informa-
tion DB 215.

Further, if the information registered in the multifunction
device information DB 2154 is information which can identify
each of the plurality of multifunction devices 1, the informa-
tion is not limited to the above-described information.

According to Embodiment 1, the multifunction device ID
(serial number) is used as the multifunction device informa-
tion for specifying the multifunction device 1, but any infor-
mation which can specify each of the multifunction devices 1,
such as names given to each multifunction device 1 and
information for specifying the installation place (convenience
store) of the multifunction device 1, may be used. Further,
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according to Embodiment 1, the IP address is used as the
destination information of the multifunction device 1, but the
network identification information, such as a host name and a
MAC address assigned to the multifunction device 1, may be
used. Further, according to Embodiment 1, the setting condi-
tions which can be used in each multifunction device 1 is
registered in the multifunction device information DB 215,
but the above-described information may not be registered in
the multifunction device information DB 215.

The user information DB 21c¢ is registered with the user ID
and a password of the user registered in the print service by
the user and the setting conditions that allow each user to use
in the multifunction device 1 in association with each other.
When the communication unit 22 of the authentication server
2 receives the change or addition of the registration informa-
tion of the user information DB 21¢ through the network N,
the control unit 20 updates the registration information of the
user information DB 21c¢. Further, the setting conditions (set-
ting conditions permitted to be used) which can be used in the
multifunction device 1 by each user may not be registered in
the user information DB 21c.

When the communication unit 22 receives the user authen-
tication request along with the user ID and the password
through the network N, the user authentication unit (authen-
tication unit) 26 performs the authentication processing based
onthe registration contents of the user information DB 21¢. In
detail, the user authentication unit 26 compares and combines
the user ID and the password received by the communication
unit 22 with the registration information of the user informa-
tion DB 21c¢ to determine whether the user ID and the pass-
word are registered in the user information DB 21c.

Here, the description of FIG. 2 is referred to again. The
information processing terminal 3 is a portable information
terminal such as a portable computer, a portable game
machine, a portable telephone, or a personal digital assistants
(PDA). The information processing terminal 3 includes a
control unit 30, a storage unit 31, an operation panel 32, an
image obtaining unit 33, a communication unit 34 and the
like.

The storage unit 31 is a storage device such as the HDD, a
flash memory or the like, and stores various kinds of control
programs required for processing executed by the informa-
tion processing terminal 3, various kinds of data, image data
obtained by imaging using the image obtaining unit 33 and
the like.

The operation panel 32 has the same configuration as the
operation panel 11 of the multifunction device 1 and includes
an input unit 32a¢ and a display unit 3254. The input unit 32a
receives the information based on the input key operated by
the user and transmits the received information to the control
unit 30. The display unit 324 displays the information to be
notified to the user, the information required for operation and
the like depending on the instruction from the control unit 30.

The image obtaining unit 33 may be a camera, and per-
forms a photoelectric conversion on an optical signal inputted
through the CCD to obtain the image data.

The communication unit 34 has the same configuration as
the communication unit 14 of the multifunction device 1.
Therefore, the communication unit 34 communicates with
the external devices, such as the multifunction device 1 and
the authentication server 2 through the network N. Further,
the information processing terminal 3 is a portable terminal
device, and therefore the communication unit 34 may be
configured to perform only the wireless communication.

The control unit 30 includes the CPU, the MPU or the like,
and controls an operation of each unit which is included in the
information processing terminal 3. In detail, the CPU or the
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MPU of the control unit 30 loads and executes the control
program previously stored in the storage unit 31 or the ROM
(not illustrated) into the RAM (not illustrated) to operate the
information processing terminal 3 as the information process-
ing device of the image output system according to the
present invention.

In the image output system having the above-described
configuration, for example, a user who is registered as a user
in advance writes printing data such as documents using the
personal computer at his/her home. Further, the user transmits
the printing data from the personal computer at his’her home
to the authentication server 2, and the printing data are regis-
tered in the authentication server 2. Further, when the user
actually desires to use the multifunction device 1 to execute
the printing processing, the user obtains the information of
the multifunction device (device information) for specifying
the multifunction device 1 using the information processing
terminal 3, transmits the information of the multifunction
device and the user information (authentication information)
to the authentication server 2, and requests the user authenti-
cation and the printing execution to the authentication server
2. The authentication server 2 performs the user authentica-
tion required from the information processing terminal 3, and
when the user is authenticated, transmits the printing data
keptin association with the user to the multifunction device 1,
and instructs the execution of the printing processing. Fur-
ther, the processing of registering the printing data in the
authentication server 2 and the processing of requesting the
user authentication and the printing execution to the authen-
tication server 2 are performed, for example, through the web
page provided from the print service by the image output
system.

Hereinafter, when the user (instructor) using the print ser-
vice instructs the printing processing to be executed by the
multifunction device 1 using the information processing ter-
minal 3, the processing performed by each device will be
described. FIGS. 5 and 6 are flowcharts illustrating a proce-
dure of printing processing by the image output system. Fur-
ther, the printing data are considered to be registered in the
electronic data DB 21a of the authentication server 2 in
advance. Further, in FIGS. 5 and 6, the left processing repre-
sents the processing executed by the multifunction device 1,
the central processing represents the processing executed by
the authentication server 2, and the right processing repre-
sents the processing executed by the information processing
terminal 3.

The user using the print service accesses the authentication
server 2 providing the print service using the information
processing terminal 3. Further, the authentication server 2
also has a function as a web server. The information process-
ing terminal 3 obtains a predetermined web page from the
authentication server 2 and displays a printing request screen
on the display unit 325 based on the obtained web page (S1).

FIG. 7 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration
example of the printing request screen. In the printing request
screen illustrated in FIG. 7, an input column for inputting the
user ID and the password of the user who desires to use the
print service, a photographing button, and a print button are
displayed. Further, as a method of obtaining the information
of the multifunction device 1 using the information process-
ing terminal 3 in the present service, a description of the fact
that the user photographs the pattern displayed on the multi-
function device 1 by using the image obtaining unit 33 of the
information processing terminal 3 is displayed in the vicinity
of the photographing button.

FIG. 8 is a schematic view illustrating an example of a code
pattern of information of the multifunction device. The code
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pattern of the information of the multifunction device are a
pattern obtained by coding the information of the multifunc-
tion device required to specify the multifunction device 1, and
may be a bar code, a QR code (registered mark) or the like.
According to Embodiment 1, as the information of the mul-
tifunction device, a multifunction device ID assigned to the
multifunction device 1 is used. Further, if the information of
the multifunction device is information which can specify the
multifunction device 1, any information such as the network
identification information of the host name, the IP address,
the MAC address and the like assigned to the multifunction
device 1, a name given to the multifunction device 1, and
information relating to the installation place (convenience
store) of the multifunction device 1 may be used, and one or
a plurality of information may be used. Further, the code
pattern may be displayed on the operation panel 11 (display
unit 115) of the multifunction device 1 and may be printed on
paper so as to be attached onto an appropriate position of the
multifunction device 1.

When the user operates the operation panel 32 of the infor-
mation processing terminal 3 to input his’her own user ID and
the password, the control unit (user information obtaining
unit) 30 obtains the user ID and the password (user informa-
tion for specitying the user) through the operation panel 32
(input unit 324). Next, when the user operates the photo-
graphing button, the control unit (device information obtain-
ing unit) 30 allows the image obtaining unit 33 to be con-
verted into the imaging mode, and photographs the code
pattern as illustrated in FIG. 8 to obtain the information
(image data) of the code pattern. The user photographs the
code pattern, and then operates the print button to request the
printing execution by a desired multifunction device 1 to the
authentication server 2. The control unit 30 of the information
processing terminal 3 transmits the obtained information of
the code pattern, the user ID, and the password (hereinafter,
collectively referred to as authentication information) to the
authentication server 2 through the communication unit
(transmitting unit) 34 (S2).

The control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 obtains
the information of the code pattern and the authentication
information through the communication unit 22 and performs
the authentication processing by the user authentication unit
(authentication unit) 26 based on the obtained authentication
information (S3). The user authentication unit 26 determines
(authenticates) whether the user is a proper user registered as
a user in advance based on whether the obtained authentica-
tion information is registered in the user information DB 21¢
(S4). When the user is not authenticated (NO in S4), that is, is
not a proper user, the control unit 20 notifies the information
processing terminal 3 of the authentication error representing
the fact that the authentication fails, through the communica-
tion unit 22 (S5). In this case, the control unit 20 of the
authentication server 2 discards the information of the code
pattern and the authentication information which are obtained
from the information processing terminal 3.

In the information processing terminal 3 that received the
authentication error, the control unit 30 displays, for example,
the authentication error on the operation panel 32 (S6), and
ends the processing.

When the user is authenticated (YES in S4), that is, is a
proper user, the control unit 20 of the authentication server 2
decodes the information of the code pattern obtained from the
information processing terminal 3 (S7), and obtains the infor-
mation (multifunction device ID) of the multifunction device.
Further, the multifunction device management unit (specify-
ing unit) 25 specifies the multifunction device 1 based on the
information of the multifunction device obtained by decoding
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and the registration information of the multifunction device
information DB 215 (S8). The control unit 20 of the authen-
tication server 2 determines whether the multifunction device
1is specified by the multifunction device management unit 25
(S9). When the multifunction device 1 is not specified (NO in
S9), that is, the obtained information of the multifunction
device is not registered in the multifunction device informa-
tion DB 2154, or when the code pattern are not decoded, the
control unit 20 notifies the information processing terminal 3
of the specification error representing the fact that the multi-
function device 1 fails to be specified, through the communi-
cation unit 22 (S10). In this case, the control unit 20 of the
authentication server 2 discards the information of the code
pattern and the authentication information which are obtained
from the information processing terminal 3.

In the information processing terminal 3 that received the
specification error, the control unit 30 displays, for example,
the specification error on the operation panel 32 (S11), and
ends the processing.

When the multifunction device 1 is specified (YES in S9),
the control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 reads the
printing data stored in the electronic data DB 21a in associa-
tion with the user (user ID) authenticated in step S3 by the
storage processing unit 24. Further, the control unit 20 trans-
mits the printing data read from the electronic data DB 21ato
the multifunction device 1 specified in step S8 (S12), and
instructs the multifunction device 1 to execute the printing
processing. Thereby, the printing processing, which was
instructed to be executed by the user using the information
processing terminal 3, can execute.

Further, when the destination information (IP address) of
the multifunction device 1 is, for example, included in the
code pattern (information of the multifunction device) pho-
tographed by the image obtaining unit 33 of the information
processing terminal 3, the authentication server 2 can obtain
the destination of the multifunction device 1 from the code
pattern. Further, when the IP address is not included in the
code pattern, the authentication server 2 may obtain the IP
address corresponding to the information (multifunction
device ID) of the multifunction device obtained from the code
pattern from the multifunction device information DB 215 to
obtain the destination of the multifunction device 1.

The control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1 obtains
the printing data through the communication unit 14, and
outputs the image based on the obtained printing data by the
image forming unit 13 (S13). Thereby, the authenticated user
can use the multifunction device 1, and the printing process-
ing of the multifunction device 1 instructed by the authenti-
cated user may be executed.

After the image output ends, the control unit 10 of the
multifunction device 1 notifies the authentication server 2 of
the processing result through the communication unit 14
(S14). The control unit 20 of the authentication server 2
receiving the processing result notifies the information pro-
cessing terminal 3 of the processing result by the multifunc-
tion device 1 through the communication unit 22 (S15). The
control unit 30 of the information processing terminal 3 dis-
plays the notified processing result on, for example, the
operation panel 32 (S16), and notifies the user using the
information processing terminal 3 of the notified processing
result. Thereby, the user instructing the printing processing
(image output) to be executed by the multifunction device 1
using the information processing terminal 3 may know
whether the printing processing has appropriately ended.

As described above, in the image output system according
to Embodiment 1, when the user requests the use permission
(user authentication) of the multifunction device 1 to the
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authentication server 2 using the information processing ter-
minal 3, it is not necessary to know the destination informa-
tion of the multifunction device 1 in advance. Further, the user
may easily obtain the information of the multifunction device
1 by photographing the code pattern displayed on (or attached
to) the multifunction device 1 using the image obtaining unit
33 of the information processing terminal 3, and therefore
may easily use the multifunction device 1.

In the image output system according to Embodiment 1,
since the low security risk information such as the multifunc-
tion device ID, the name of the multifunction device 1 and the
information relating to the installation place of the multifunc-
tion device 1 is used as the information of the multifunction
device, the information of the multifunction device transmit-
ted from the information processing terminal 3 to the authen-
tication server 2 does not include the network identification
information such as the host name, the IP address, and the
MAC address of the multifunction device 1. Therefore, since
secret information such as the network identification infor-
mation is not transmitted on the network, illegal obtainment
of the secret information can be prevented, and thus security
risks can be reduced.

Further, the information of the multifunction device may
include the destination information (network identification
information) of the multifunction device 1. In this case, since
the information processing terminal 3 can obtain the destina-
tion information of the multifunction device 1 from the infor-
mation (image data) obtained by photographing the code
pattern, the authentication server 2 need not manage the des-
tination information of the multifunction device 1 in advance.
The information of the multifunction device 1 is displayed on
(or attached to) the multifunction device 1 in a type of code
pattern, and therefore even when the information of the mul-
tifunction device includes the destination information of the
multifunction device 1, the careless leakage of the destination
information (secret information) of the multifunction device
1 can be suppressed, and thus the security can be maintained.

Embodiment 2

Hereinafter, an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 2 will be described. The image output system according
to Embodiment 2 has the same configuration as the above-
described image output system according to Embodiment 1,
and therefore the same components are denoted by the same
reference numerals and a detailed description thereof will be
omitted.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by the image output system according to Embodi-
ment 2. Further, in FIG. 9, the left processing represents the
processing executed by the multifunction device 1, the central
processing represents the processing executed by the authen-
tication server 2, and the right processing represents the pro-
cessing executed by the information processing terminal 3.

In the image output system according to Embodiment 2,
the authentication server 2 and the information processing
terminal 3 perform the same processings as steps S1to S11 in
the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 5. Further, in step S9, when
the multifunction device management unit 25 of the authen-
tication server 2 specifies the multifunction device 1 based on
the information of the multifunction device (YES in S9), the
control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 determines
whether encryption information is included in the informa-
tion of the multifunction device obtained by the decoding in
step S7 (S21).

The encryption information is information of an encryp-
tion key corresponding to a decoding key used in the decoding
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processing which can be executed by the multifunction
device 1, and is included in the information of the multifunc-
tion device in advance. For example, in the image output
system, when data are transmitted between the authentication
server 2 and the multifunction device 1 without being
encrypted or when a level of the communication security
between the authentication server 2 and the multifunction
device 1 is low, the encryption information is included in the
information of the multifunction device.

When it is determined that the encryption information is
not included in the information of the multifunction device
(NO in S21), the control unit 20 of the authentication server 2
performs the same processing as step S12 in the flowchart
illustrated in FIG. 6. Thereafter, the multifunction device 1,
the authentication server 2, and the information processing
terminal 3 performs the same processings as steps S13 to S16
in the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 6.

Meanwhile, when it is determined that the encryption
information is included in the information of the multifunc-
tion device (YES in S21), the control unit 20 of the authenti-
cation server 2 reads the printing data stored in the electronic
data DB 21a in association with the user (user ID) authenti-
cated in step S3 by the storage processing unit 24. Further, the
control unit 20 encrypts the read printing data using the
encryption information included in the information of the
multifunction device (S22), and transmits the encrypted data
to the multifunction device 1 specified in step S8 (S23).
Thereby, the printing data are safely transmitted from the
authentication server 2 to the multifunction device 1.

The control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1 obtains
the encrypted data through the communication unit 14,
decodes the obtained encrypted data using the decoding
information (decoding key) previously kept by the multifunc-
tion device 1 (S24), and outputs the image by the image
forming unit 13 based on the obtained printing data (S13).
Further, next, the multifunction device 1, the authentication
server 2, and the information processing terminal 3 performs
the same processings as steps S14 to S16 in the flowchart
illustrated in FIG. 6.

As described above, in the image output system according
to Embodiment 2, since the printing data transmitted from the
authentication server 2 to the multifunction device 1 are
encrypted, even when the data are leaked during the transmis-
sion, it is possible to prevent the information from leaking.
Further, since the encryption information corresponding to
the multifunction device 1 is included in the information of
the multifunction device in advance, by photographing the
code pattern of the information of the multifunction device
using the image obtaining unit 33 of the information process-
ing terminal 3, the user can obtain the encryption information.

In the image output systems according to the Embodiments
1 and 2, since the user registers the printing data in the
authentication server 2 in advance, when the user requests the
authentication (printing instruction) to the authentication
server 2 actually using the information processing terminal 3,
only the information of the code pattern (the information of
the multifunction device) and the authentication information
may be transmitted to the authentication server 2. By this
configuration, in Embodiments 1 and 2, there is no need to
store the printing data in the information processing terminal
3, and the amount of data transmitted from the information
processing terminal 3 to the authentication server 2 can be
reduced.

In addition to the above-described configuration, when the
user requests the authentication (printing instruction) to the
authentication server 2 using the information processing ter-
minal 3, the printing data may be transmitted to the authen-
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tication server 2, along with the information of the code
pattern and the authentication information. In this case, there
is no need to manage the printing data for each user by the
authentication server 2, and thus the processing burden of the
authentication server 2 may be reduced.

In addition, when the user registers the plurality of printing
data in the authentication server 2 in advance, the user may
request the authentication to the authentication server 2 using
the information processing terminal 3, and when the user is
authenticated, the user may select the desired printing data. In
detail, when the user using the print service accesses the
authentication server 2 using the information processing ter-
minal 3 to obtain the predetermined web page, a printing
request screen as illustrated on the upper side of FIG. 10 may
be displayed on the display unit 326 of the information pro-
cessing terminal 3. FIG. 10 is a schematic view illustrating a
modified example of the printing request screen. Similar to
the printing request screen illustrated in FIG. 7, the input
column for inputting the user ID and the password and the
login button are displayed on the printing request screen
illustrated on the upper side of FIG. 10.

The user operates the operation panel 32 of the information
processing terminal 3 to input his/her own user ID and the
password, and operates the login button. The information
processing terminal 3 transmits the user ID and the password
(authentication information) obtained through the printing
request screen to the authentication server 2, and the authen-
tication server 2 authenticates the obtained authentication
information based on the registration contents of the user
information DB 21c¢. When the user is authenticated, the
authentication server 2 transmits the web page for displaying
the printing request screen illustrated on the lower side of
FIG. 10 to the information processing terminal 3, and the
information processing terminal 3 displays the printing
request screen as illustrated on the lower side of FIG. 10 on
the display unit 325 based on the obtained web page.

The printing request screen illustrated on the lower side of
FIG. 10 displays file names, registered dates for each of the
plurality of printing data previously registered in the authen-
tication server 2 by the logged-in user, and check boxes for
selecting each printing data, in association with one another.
Further, the check box may be configured to select the plu-
rality of printing data. Further, the printing request screen
illustrated on the lower side of FIG. 10 displays a description
of' the fact that the user photographs the pattern displayed on
the multifunction device 1 by using the image obtaining unit
33 of the information processing terminal 3, the photograph-
ing button, and the print button.

The user checks the check box of the printing data to be
printed by operating the operation panel 32 of the information
processing terminal 3, operates the photographing button,
and photographs the code pattern displayed by the multifunc-
tion device 1. The user photographs the code pattern, and then
operates the print button to request the printing execution by
the desired multifunction device 1 to the authentication server
2. Thereby, the user can transmit the information representing
the printing data to be printed to the authentication server 2,
along with the information of the code pattern. By the above-
described configuration, the data to be printed can be selected
from the plurality of printing data registered in the authenti-
cation server 2 using the information processing terminal 3,
and therefore the operability is improved.

The image output systems according to Embodiments 1
and 2 are configured to display or attach the code pattern of
the information of the multifunction device on the multifunc-
tion device 1 in advance. In addition to the above-described
configuration, the authentication server 2 may be configured
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to generate the code pattern of the information of the multi-
function device based on the registration information of the
multifunction device information DB 215. In detail, the
authentication server 2 manages the multifunction device
information DB 2154, and therefore the control unit 20 gener-
ates the code pattern using a part of the registration informa-
tion of the multifunction device information DB 215. The
control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1 obtains the code
pattern generated by the authentication server 2 through the
communication unit 14, and displays the obtained code pat-
tern on the display unit 115 to notify (present) the user. In this
case, the authentication server 2 manages the information of
the IP address and the like of the multifunction device 1, and
therefore the information of the multifunction device needs
notinclude the network identification information such as the
IP address. Therefore, even when the information of the code
pattern transmitted from the information processing terminal
3 to the authentication server 2 is leaked, the leakage of secret
information such as the network identification information
may be prevented.

Further, the user may instruct the authentication server 2 to
execute the processing of generating the code pattern through
the operation panel 11 of the multifunction device 1. In this
case, whenever the control unit 10 of the multifunction device
1 receives the instruction for generation of the code pattern
from the user, the control unit 10 requests the generation of
the code pattern to the authentication server 2, and obtains the
generated code pattern from the authentication server 2. Since
the authentication server 2 generates the code pattern, it is
possible to manage the code pattern of each multifunction
device 1 at the authentication server 2 at one time, and the
multifunction device 1 needs not to have the function of
generating the code pattern. Further, when the code pattern
are generated using the information (information of the mul-
tifunction device) which is likely to be appropriately
changed, the user can request the multifunction device 1 to
execute the printing processing using the latest code pattern.

Embodiment 3

Hereinafter, an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 3 will be described. The image output system according
to Embodiment 3 has the same configuration as the above-
described image output system according to Embodiment 1,
and therefore the same components are denoted by the same
reference numerals and a detailed description thereof will be
omitted.

In the image output systems according to Embodiments 1
and 2, the code pattern of the information of the multifunction
device displays or attaches on the multifunction device 1 in
advance.

Compared with these, in the image output system accord-
ing to Embodiment 3, the multifunction device 1 generates
the code pattern of its own information of the multifunction
device, and displays the generated code pattern on the opera-
tion panel 11. Further, when generating the code pattern, the
multifunction device 1 generates the code pattern by coding
the printing conditions to be set by the user in addition to the
information (for example, multifunction device ID) of the
multifunction device.

In detail, the user who desires to use the multifunction
device 1 operates the operation panel 11 of the multifunction
device 1 to set the desired printing conditions, and operates,
for example, a ‘code pattern generating’ button (not illus-
trated) displayed on the operation panel 11. When the code
pattern generating button is operated, the control unit 10 of
the multifunction device 1 codes the predetermined informa-
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tion of the multifunction device and the printing conditions
set by the user, and displays the generated code pattern on the
operation panel 11 (display unit 115) to notify (present) the
user. The printing conditions are the setting conditions relat-
ing to the processing which can be executed by the multifunc-
tion device 1, such as execution of N-up printing, execution of
color printing, and execution of black and white printing.

Further, the operation of inputting the user information
(authentication information) through the printing request
screen (see FIG. 7) and the operation of obtaining the infor-
mation (image data) of the code pattern by imaging the code
pattern displayed on the multifunction device 1 by the image
obtaining unit 33 of the information processing terminal 3 are
the same as Embodiment 1. In addition, the processing of the
authentication server 2 authenticating the user based on the
user information obtained from the information processing
terminal 3 is also the same as Embodiment 1.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of code
pattern generating processing by a multifunction device 1
according to Embodiment 3.

The user using the print service operates the operation
panel 11 of the multifunction device 1 to set the desired
printing conditions. The control unit 10 of the multifunction
device 1 receives the printing conditions set by the user
through the operation panel 11 (S31). The control unit 10
determines whether the predetermined button such as the
code pattern generating button is operated by the user (S32),
and when the predetermined button is not operated (NO in
S32), for example, when a cancel button is operated, ends the
processing.

When the predetermined button is operated (YES in S32),
the control unit 10 codes the predetermined information
(multifunction device ID) of the multifunction device and the
received printing conditions to generate the code pattern
(S33). Further, the control unit 10 displays the generated code
pattern on the operation panel 11 (S34), and ends the process-
ing. Further, the predetermined information of the multifunc-
tion device, that is, the information for each multifunction
device 1 is stored in the storage unit (not illustrated) in
advance. Further, the method of generating the code pattern
are not particularly limited, and therefore any method may be
used.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by the image output system according to Embodi-
ment 3. Further, in FIG. 12, the left processing represents the
processing executed by the multifunction device 1, the central
processing represents the processing executed by the authen-
tication server 2, and the right processing represents the pro-
cessing executed by the information processing terminal 3.

In the image output system according to Embodiment 3,
the authentication server 2 and the information processing
terminal 3 perform the same processings as steps S1to S11 in
the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 5. Further, in step S9, when
the multifunction device management unit 25 of the authen-
tication server 2 specifies the multifunction device 1 based on
the information of the multifunction device (YES in S9), the
control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 specifies the
printing conditions from the information obtained by the
decoding in step S7 (S35). Moreover, according to Embodi-
ment 3, since the information of the multifunction device and
the printing conditions are included in the code pattern, the
control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 can obtain the
information of the multifunction device and the printing con-
ditions when the code pattern are decoded in step S7.

The control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 reads the
printing data stored in the electronic data DB 21a in associa-
tion with the user (user ID) authenticated in step S3 by the
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storage processing unit 24. Further, the control unit 20 trans-
mits the printing data read by the electronic data DB 21a to
the multifunction device 1 specified in step S8 (S12). In this
case, the control unit 20 transmits the execution instruction of
the printing processing within the printing conditions speci-
fied in step S35 to the multifunction device 1, along with the
printing data. Thereby, the printing processing can be
executed under the conditions set by the user.

The control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1 obtains
the printing data and the printing conditions through the com-
munication unit 14 and the image forming unit 13 performs
the printing processing (image output) on the obtained print-
ing data under the obtained printing conditions (S13). There-
after, the multifunction device 1, the authentication server 2,
and the information processing terminal 3 performs the same
processings as steps S14 to S16 in the flowchart illustrated in
FIG. 6.

As described above, in the image output system according
to Embodiment 3, as the information of the code pattern
transmitted from the information processing terminal 3 to the
authentication server 2, not only the information of the mul-
tifunction device but also the printing conditions are
included. Therefore, the user photographs the code pattern of
the multifunction device 1 using the image obtaining unit 33
of the information processing terminal 3 and transmits the
photographed code pattern to the authentication server 2 to be
able to instruct the execution of the printing processing under
the desired printing conditions. A conventional system is
configured to display the predetermined printing condition
setting screen on the information processing terminal 3, when
the user inputs the desired printing conditions to the informa-
tion processing terminal 3, the information processing termi-
nal 3 transmits the inputted printing condition to the authen-
tication server 2. However, according to Embodiment 3, the
user operates the operation panel 11 of the multifunction
device 1 to set the printing condition, photographs the code
pattern including the set printing conditions using the infor-
mation processing terminal 3, and transmits the obtained
information to the authentication server 2, thereby can trans-
mit the desired printing condition to the authentication server
2. Therefore, since the user operates only the multifunction
device 1, burden of the operation for setting the printing
condition can be reduced.

Although Embodiment 3 describes, by way of example, a
configuration of coding the information of the multifunction
device and the printing conditions by the multifunction
device 1, the multifunction devices 1 according to Embodi-
ments 1 and 2 may include a configuration of coding the
information of the multifunction device.

The authentication server 2 according to Embodiment 3 is
configured to transmit the execution instruction of the print-
ing processing within the printing conditions (printing con-
ditions set by allowing the user to operate the multifunction
device 1) obtained from the information processing terminal
3 to the multifunction device 1, but it is not limited to the
above-described configuration.

For example, the authentication server 2 manages the print-
ing conditions relating to the printing processing, which can
be actually executed by each multifunction device 1, based on
the multifunction device information DB 215 (see FIG. 4).
Therefore, the authentication server 2 may be configured to
specify the printing conditions actually instructed to the mul-
tifunction device 1 based on the printing conditions obtained
from the information processing terminal 3 and the registra-
tion information of the multifunction device information DB
215.
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In detail, the control unit 20 of the authentication server 2
determines whether the printing conditions included in the
information obtained from the information processing termi-
nal 3 coincide with the printing conditions (usable setting)
registered in the multifunction device information DB 215. If
it is determined that both of the printing conditions coincide
with each other, the control unit 20 specifies the printing
conditions included in the information obtained from the
information processing terminal 3 as the printing conditions
actually instructed to the multifunction device 1. If it is deter-
mined that both of the printing conditions do not coincide
with each other, for example, when the printing conditions
obtained from the information processing terminal 3 are the
execution of the color printing and the printing conditions
registered in the multifunction device information DB 215 are
the execution of the black and white printing, the control unit
20 specifies the execution of the black and white printing as
the printing conditions actually instructed to the multifunc-
tion device 1. Further, the control unit 20 transmits the execu-
tion instruction of the printing processing under the specified
printing conditions to the multifunction device 1, along with
the printing data. Thereby, for example, even when the print-
ing conditions which cannot be actually executed by the
multifunction device 1 are transmitted from the information
processing terminal 3, the authentication server 2 changes the
printing conditions to the printing conditions which can be
actually executed by the multifunction device 1, and then
transmits the execution instruction of the printing processing
to the multifunction device 1, thereby it is possible to reliably
execute the printing processing.

Further, the authentication server 2 manages the printing
conditions (usable setting) which are permitted to each user
based on the user information DB 21¢ (see FIG. 4). Therefore,
the authentication server 2 may be configured to specify the
printing conditions actually instructed to the multifunction
device 1 based on the printing conditions obtained from the
information processing terminal 3 and the registration infor-
mation of the user information DB 21c.

In detail, the control unit 20 of the authentication server 2
determines whether the printing conditions included in the
information obtained from the information processing termi-
nal 3 coincide with the printing conditions registered in the
user information DB 21c for the user. If it is determined that
both of the printing conditions coincide with each other, that
is when the printing conditions requested by the user are the
printing conditions which are permitted to the user, the con-
trol unit 20 specifies the printing conditions included in the
information obtained from the information processing termi-
nal 3 as the printing conditions actually instructed to the
multifunction device 1. If it is determined that both of the
printing conditions do not coincide with each other, for
example, when the printing conditions requested by the user
are N-up printing and the printing conditions which are per-
mitted to the user are 1-up printing, the control unit 20 speci-
fies the execution of the 1-up printing as the printing condi-
tions actually instructed to the multifunction device 1.
Further, the control unit 20 transmits the execution instruction
of'the printing processing under the specified printing condi-
tions to the multifunction device 1, along with the printing
data. Thereby, the printing conditions which can be executed
for each user can be limited, and the printing processing
within the printing conditions permitted to each user can be
reliably executed.

Embodiment 4

Hereinafter, an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 4 will be described. The image output system according
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to Embodiment 4 has the same configuration as the above-
described image output system according to Embodiment 3,
and therefore the same components are denoted by the same
reference numerals and a detailed description thereof will be
omitted.

The image output system according to Embodiment 4 has
a configuration in which the multifunction device 1 generates
the code pattern of its own information of the multifunction
device, and when generating the code pattern, generates the
code pattern including the status information relating to the
operation state of the multifunction device 1 as well as the
information (for example, multifunction device ID) of the
multifunction device.

In detail, the control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1
monitors the operation state of the multifunction device 1,
and for example, monitors the occurrence of any error such as
‘running out of ink’, ‘inexecutable of the N-up printing’,
‘occurrence of paper jamming’. When any error occurs, the
control unit 10 codes the predetermined information of the
multifunction device and the information representing the
occurring error, and displays the code pattern on the operation
panel 11 (display unit 115) to notify (present) the user.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of code
pattern generating processing by the multifunction device 1
according to Embodiment 4.

The control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1 deter-
mines whether any error has occurred in the multifunction
device 1 (S41), and when an error has not occurred (NO in
S41), performs other processings until an error occurs and is
in a standby state.

When an error occurs (YES in S41), the control unit 10 of
the multifunction device 1 codes the predetermined informa-
tion (multifunction device ID) of the multifunction device
and the information representing the occurred error, and gen-
erates the code pattern (S42). In addition, the control unit 10
displays the generated code pattern on the operation panel 11
(S43), and ends the processing. Further, the predetermined
information of the multifunction device and the information
representing the error are stored in the storage unit (not illus-
trated) in advance.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by the image output system according to Embodi-
ment 4. Further, in FIG. 14, the left processing represents the
processing executed by the multifunction device 1, the central
processing represents the processing executed by the authen-
tication server 2, and the right processing represents the pro-
cessing executed by the information processing terminal 3.

In the image output system according to Embodiment 4,
the authentication server 2 and the information processing
terminal 3 perform the same processings as steps S1to S11 in
the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 5. Further, in step S9, when
the multifunction device management unit 25 of the authen-
tication server 2 specifies the multifunction device 1 based on
the information of the multifunction device (YES in S9), the
control unit 20 of the authentication server 2 determines
whether an error has occurred in the multifunction device 1
based on the information obtained by the decoding in step S7
(S51). Moreover, according to Embodiment 4, since the infor-
mation of the multifunction device and the information rep-
resenting the error are included in the code pattern, the control
unit 20 of the authentication server 2 can obtain the informa-
tion of the multifunction device and the information repre-
senting the error when the code pattern are decoded in step S7.

When it is determined that an error has not occurred in the
multifunction device 1 (NO in S51), the control unit 20 of the
authentication server 2 performs the same processing as step
S12 in the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 6. Thereafter, the
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multifunction device 1, the authentication server 2, and the
information processing terminal 3 performs the same pro-
cessings as steps S13 to S16 in the flowchart illustrated in
FIG. 6.

Meanwhile, ifit is determined that an error has occurred in
the multifunction device 1 (YES in S51), the control unit 20 of
the authentication server 2 notifies the information process-
ing terminal 3 of the fact that an error has occurred in the
multifunction device 1, from the communication unit 22
(S52). In the information processing terminal 3 to which the
occurrence of an error is notified, the control unit 30 displays
the fact that an error has occurred in the multifunction device
1, for example, on the operation panel 32 (S53), and notifies
the user of the occurrence of an error, and ends the processing.
Thereby, the user instructing the printing processing (image
output) to be executed by the multifunction device 1 using the
information processing terminal 3 can understand that the
multifunction device 1 cannot be used due to the occurrence
of an error in the multifunction device 1. Further, the control
unit 20 of the authentication server 2 may notitfy the informa-
tion processing terminal 3 of a kind of the error occurring in
the multifunction device 1.

As described above, in the image output system according
to Embodiment 4, since the information transmitted from the
information processing terminal 3 to the authentication server
2 includes the status information of the multifunction device
1, the authentication server 2 can understand the fact that an
error has occurred in the multifunction device 1 at the time of
requesting the authentication and the printing from the infor-
mation processing terminal 3.

In a conventional system, the authentication server 2 can-
not understand the occurrence of an error in the multifunction
device 1 until the printing failure from the multifunction
device 1 is notified with respect to the instruction after the
authentication server 2 instructs the multifunction device 1 to
execute the printing processing. However, according to
Embodiment 4, the authentication server 2 can understand the
occurrence of an error in the multifunction device 1 at the time
of decoding the information obtained from the information
processing terminal 3, and therefore can understand the
occurrence of an error at an early stage and quickly take
action against the error.

According to Embodiment 4, the authentication server 2 is
configured to stop the printing processing by the multifunc-
tion device 1 when it is detected that an error has occurred in
the multifunction device 1, and notify the information pro-
cessing terminal 3 (user) of the fact that an error has occurred
in the multifunction device 1. In addition to the configuration,
for example, even when an error occurs in the multifunction
device 1, if the printing processing which can be executed by
the multifunction device 1 is present, the authentication
server 2 may be configured to instruct the multifunction
device 1 to execute the printing processing.

In detail, the authentication server 2 determines the opera-
tion state of the multifunction device 1 based on the status
information obtained from the information processing termi-
nal 3, and when running out of color ink in the multifunction
device 1, determines whether the multifunction device 1 can
perform the black and white printing based on the registration
information of the multifunction device information DB 214.
Further, when the black and white printing can be performed,
the authentication server 2 transmits the execution instruction
of'the black and white printing to the multifunction device 1.
Thereby, even when an error has occurred in the multifunc-
tion device 1, the printing processing within the printing
conditions which can be executed by the multifunction device
1 can be performed.
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According to Embodiment 4, the information processing
terminal 3 is configured to transmit the information obtained
by imaging the code pattern to the authentication server 2, and
the authentication server 2 is configured to decode the
obtained information to obtain the information of the multi-
function device and the status information of the multifunc-
tion device 1. In addition to the above-described configura-
tion, the information processing terminal 3 may have a
decoding function, and may be configured to decode the
information obtained by photographing the code pattern. In
this case, the control unit 30 of the information processing
terminal 3 can determine whether an error has occurred in the
multifunction device 1 based on the status information
obtained by the decoding at the time of decoding the code
pattern. Therefore, it is possible to detect an error and take
action against the errors at an earlier stage. Further, in this
case, the information processing terminal 3 may be config-
ured to transmit the information of the multifunction device
and the status information obtained by the decoding to the
authentication server 2, and in the case of the configuration,
processing burden of the authentication server 2 can be
reduced.

Further, for example, the authentication server 2 may be
configured to further include a component for notifying a
terminal carried by a service worker managing the multifunc-
tion device 1 of the occurrence of the error when the authen-
tication server 2 detects that an error has occurred in the
multifunction device 1.

According to the above-described Embodiments 1 to 4,
when the user requests the authentication (printing instruc-
tion) to the authentication server 2 using the information
processing terminal 3, the image output system may be con-
figured to simultaneously transmit the information (informa-
tion of the multifunction device) of the code pattern and the
authentication information from the information processing
terminal 3 to the authentication server 2. Therefore, it is
possible to easily associate the user information (authentica-
tion information) with the information of the multifunction
device. Further, the user can perform the authentication
request and the printing request, and therefore when the user
is logged in to the authentication server 2, the operability is
improved. By the above-described configuration, for
example, even when the printing is performed using the mul-
tifunction device 1 (public printer) installed in a convenience
store used for the first time, unnecessary time to operate the
multifunction device 1 is not required, and the printed mate-
rial may be quickly obtained.

In addition to the above-described configuration, for
example, only the authentication information is first transmit-
ted from the information processing terminal 3 to the authen-
tication server 2, and as the result of the authentication pro-
cessing by the authentication server 2, when the user is
authenticated, the image output system may be configured to
transmit the information of the code pattern from the infor-
mation processing terminal 3 to the authentication server 2.
Further, when the user requests the authentication, in the
configuration in which the printing data are transmitted to the
authentication server 2 along with the information of the code
pattern and the authentication information, the image output
system may be configured to first transmit the information of
the code pattern to the authentication server 2, and when the
multifunction device 1 is specified by the authentication
server 2, transmit the printing data from the information pro-
cessing terminal 3 to the authentication server 2.

In the information processing terminals 3 according to
Embodiments 1 to 4, the user operates the operation panel 32
on the printing request screen to input the authentication
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information (user ID and password). In addition to the above-
described configuration, for example, when the information
processing terminal 3 has an IC card reader, the information
processing terminal 3 may be configured to read the authen-
tication information from the IC card storing the user ID and
the password in advance.

Embodiment 5

Hereinafter, an image output system according to Embodi-
ment 5 will be described. The image output system according
to Embodiment 5 has the same configuration as the above-
described image output systems according to Embodiment 1
to 4, and therefore the same components are denoted by the
same reference numerals and a detailed description thereof
will be omitted.

In the image output systems according to Embodiments 1
to 4, the user needs to perform the user registration for the
print service in advance. In the image output system accord-
ing to Embodiment 5, even though the user is not registered,
the multifunction device 1 can be used.

In the multifunction device 1 according to Embodiment 5,
for example, a ‘trial print’ button (not illustrated) is displayed
onthe operation panel 11. When the user who is not registered
desires to use the multifunction device 1, the user operates the
trial print button displayed on the operation panel 11. When
the trial print button is operated, the control unit 10 of the
multifunction device 1 codes the predetermined information
(multifunction device ID) of the multifunction device and the
printing permission information for temporarily permitting
the use of the multifunction device 1, and displays the gener-
ated code pattern on the operation panel 11 (display unit 115)
to notify (present) the user.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of code
pattern generating processing by the multifunction device 1
according to Embodiment 5.

The control unit 10 of the multifunction device 1 deter-
mines whether the trial print button of the operation panel 11
is operated by the user (S61), and when the trial print button
is not operated (NO in S61), the control unit 10 of the multi-
function device 1 performs other processings until the trial
print button is operated and is in a standby state.

When the trial print button is operated (YES in S61), the
control unit 10 codes the predetermined information (multi-
function device ID) of the multifunction device and the per-
mission information, and generates the code pattern (S62).
Then, the control unit 10 displays the generated code pattern
on the operation panel 11 (S63), and ends the processing.
Further, the predetermined information of the multifunction
device and the permission information are stored in the stor-
age unit (not illustrated) in advance.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of printing
processing by the image output system according to Embodi-
ment 5. Further, in FIG. 16, the left processing represents the
processing executed by the multifunction device 1, the central
processing represents the processing executed by the authen-
tication server 2, and the right processing represents the pro-
cessing executed by the information processing terminal 3.

In the image output system according to Embodiment 5,
although the user is not registered, the user who desires to use
the print service uses the information processing terminal 3 to
access the authentication server 2 providing the print service.
Further, the information processing terminal 3 obtains the
predetermined web page from the authentication server 2, and
displays a printing request screen on the display unit 325
based on the obtained web page (S71).
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FIG. 17 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration
example of the printing request screen. In the printing request
screen illustrated in FIG. 17, in addition to the input column
for inputting the user ID and the password of the user who
desires to use the print service, the photographing button, and
the print button, a check box for selecting the “use trial print’
is displayed.

The user who is not registered operates the operation panel
32 of the information processing terminal 3 to check the
check box of the ‘use the trial print’ instead of inputting the
user ID and the password.

Meanwhile, the user operates the trial print button of the
multifunction device 1 to display the code pattern coding the
multifunction device ID and the permission information on
the operation panel 11 of the multifunction device 1. Further,
the user operates the photographing button of the printing
request screen, and the control unit 30 of the information
processing terminal 3 photographs the code pattern which is
displayed on the multifunction device 1 using the image
obtaining unit 33, and obtains the information (image data) of
the code pattern. The user photographs the code pattern, and
then operates the print button to request the printing execution
by the multifunction device 1 to the authentication server 2.

When the check box of the ‘use trial print” is checked on the
printing request screen, the control unit 30 of the information
processing terminal 3 transmits only the obtained information
of'the code pattern to the authentication server 2 through the
communication unit 34 without waiting for the input of the
user ID and the password (S72).

When obtaining only the information of the code pattern
through the communication unit 22, the control unit 20 of'the
authentication server 2 decodes the obtained information of
the code pattern (S73), and obtains the information (multi-
function device ID) of the multifunction device and the per-
mission information. The control unit 20 determines whether
the permission information is included in the information
obtained by the decoding (S74), and if it is determined that the
permission information is not included in the information
obtained by the decoding (NO in S74), notifies the informa-
tion processing terminal 3 of the fact that the use of the
multifunction device 1 cannot be permitted, through the com-
munication unit 22 (S75). In this case, the control unit 20 of
the authentication server 2 discards the information of the
code pattern which is obtained from the information process-
ing terminal 3.

In the information processing terminal 3 which is notified
of'the fact that the use of the multifunction device 1 cannot be
permitted, the control unit 30 displays the fact on the opera-
tion panel 32 (S76), and ends the processing.

When the permission information is included in the infor-
mation obtained by the decoding (YES in S74), the control
unit 20 (multifunction device management unit 25) of the
authentication server 2 specifies the multifunction device 1
based on the information of the multifunction device obtained
by the decoding and the registration information of the mul-
tifunction device information DB 215 (S8). Thereafter, the
multifunction device 1, the authentication server 2, and the
information processing terminal 3 performs the same pro-
cessings as steps S9 to S16 in the flowchart illustrated in
FIGS. 5 and 6.

As described above, in the image output system according
to Embodiment 5, even when the user is not registered in the
print service and has no the use authority for the multifunction
device 1, the user can receive the temporary use authority.
Therefore, the user can use the trial print service provided by
the image output system.
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Further, the user ID and the password may be temporarily
given to the user who requests the use of the multifunction
device 1 by the above-described processing, to perform one-
time printing processing, and may be given the use authority
for a predetermined period.

The information processing terminals 3 according to
Embodiments 1 to 5 are configured to obtain the information
of'the multifunction device by photographing the code pattern
using the image obtaining unit 33, but are not limited to the
above-described configuration. For example, when the code
pattern of the information of the multifunction device is a bar
code, the information processing terminal 3 may include the
code read unit such as a bar code reader instead of the image
obtaining unit 33, and may be configured to obtain the infor-
mation of the multifunction device using the code read unit.
Further, when the information processing terminal 3 includes
the IC card reader, the information processing terminal 3 may
be configured to obtain, by the IC card reader, the information
of the multifunction device from the IC card recording the
information of the multifunction device and being attached to
the multifunction device 1. Further, when the multifunction
device 1 and the information processing terminal 3 can com-
municate using infrared rays, the information processing ter-
minal 3 may be configured to obtain the information of the
multifunction device from the multifunction device 1 by the
infrared communication.

Inthe image output systems according to embodiments 1 to
5, the multifunction device 1 notifies the authentication server
2 of the processing result, and therefore the authentication
server 2 can understand the processing result by the multi-
function device 1. Therefore, when the completion of the
printing processing is notified, the authentication server 2
may perform the deletion of the printing data kept in the
authentication server 2, the understanding of the usage of the
multifunction devices 1 of each user and the like. Further, as
the processing result, when the detailed usage of each user,
for example, the printing processing contents such as a size of
an output sheet, the number of output sheets, and the execu-
tion of the black and white printing or the color printing are
included, it is possible to perform the billing processing for
each user based on the information.

In Embodiments 1 to 5, the information processing termi-
nals 3 is configured to transmit the information (image data)
obtained by photographing the code pattern using the image
obtaining unit 33 to the authentication server 2, and the
authentication server 2 is configured to decode the code pat-
tern to obtain the information of the multifunction device. In
addition to the above-described configuration, the informa-
tion processing terminal 3 may have the decoding function,
and may be configured to obtain the information of the mul-
tifunction device by decoding the information obtained by
photographing the code pattern, and transmit the obtained
information of the multifunction device to the authentication
server 2. In this case, the processing burden of the authenti-
cation server 2 can be reduced.

The image output systems according to Embodiments 1 to
5 are configured to include one authentication server 2, and
the user accesses the predetermined authentication server 2
and obtain the web page providing the print service. That is,
one authentication server 2 of an access destination is pro-
vided. In addition to the above-described configuration, the
image output system may include the plurality of multifunc-
tion devices 1 and the plurality of authentication servers 2,
and may have a configuration in which each authentication
server 2 manages each of the plurality of multifunction
devices 1 which are assigned in advance, and the user
accesses the authentication server 2 managing the multifunc-
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tion device 1 that the user desires to use and obtains the web
page providing the print service from the authentication
server 2.

In this case, for example, the information of the multifunc-
tion device 1 includes the server information for specifying
the authentication server 2 managing the multifunction
device 1, and the information processing terminal 3 accesses
the appropriate authentication server 2 based on the obtained
information of the multifunction device. In detail, for
example, the information of the multifunction device 1
includes URL for accessing the authentication server 2 (web
page) managing the multifunction device 1 that the user
desires to use. Further, the information processing terminal 3
obtaining the information of the multifunction device
accesses the URL included in the information of the multi-
function device to access the appropriate authentication
server 2, thereby obtains the appropriate web page (printing
request screen). That is, the control unit 30 of the information
processing terminal 3 may specify the authentication server 2
to be accessed based on the URL included in the information
of the multifunction device. Therefore, the burden of the
authentication processing can be dispersed by the plurality of
authentication servers 2, and each user can obtain the infor-
mation (destination information) of the appropriate authenti-
cation server 2 only by photographing the code pattern of the
information of the multifunction device by using the image
obtaining unit 33 of the information processing terminal 3.

In the image output systems according to Embodiments 1
to 5, the authentication server 2 transmits the printing data to
the multifunction device 1 through the network N. Further,
the image output system may have a configuration in which
the authentication server 2 appropriately switches and uses
one of a plurality of communication methods such as FTP
communication, HTTP communication, and email transmis-
sion and the like as the method of transmitting the printing
data to the multifunction device 1. In detail, the information
of the multifunction device 1 includes the communication
method which can be used in the multifunction device 1, and
the authentication server 2 specifies the communication
method which can be used in the multifunction device 1 based
on the information of the multifunction device obtained from
the information processing terminal 3, and uses the specified
method when transmitting the printing data to the multifunc-
tion device 1. For example, when the printing data cannot be
transmitted to the multifunction device 1 by the FTP commu-
nication, the authentication server 2 may transmit the printing
data to the multifunction device 1 through the email. Further,
an email address of the multifunction device 1 may be
included in the information of the multifunction device 1, and
may be registered in the multifunction device information DB
2156 of the authentication server 2 in advance. Thereby, the
authentication server 2 can reliably transmit the printing data
to the multifunction device 1 by the optimal method.

The above-described configuration is effective in particu-
lar in the situation that the authentication server 2 is con-
nected to the global network and the multifunction device 1 is
assigned only private addresses of a network environment of
enterprise. That is, in such the situation, the authentication
server 2 cannot perform the direct communication with the
multifunction device 1, but if the authentication server 2 can
obtain an email address of the multifunction device 1, it is
possible to transmit the data to the multifunction device 1
using the email address. Further, for example, in the case in
which the communication method is fixed (for example, only
FTP communication) when the authentication server 2 trans-
mits the printing data to the multifunction device 1, if the
multifunction device 1 at the transmitting destination cannot
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use the FTP communication method, the authentication
server 2 cannot transmit data to the multifunction device 1.
However, if one of the plurality of communication methods
can beused as described above, data can be transmitted using
the optimal communication method within an environment in
which the image output system is constructed.

In the image output systems according to Embodiments 1
to 5, the authentication server 2 is configured to transmit the
printing data to the multifunction device 1 when the authen-
tication server 2 authenticates the user and specifies the mul-
tifunction device 1. In addition to the above-described con-
figuration, when receiving the transmitting request from the
multifunction device 1, the authentication server 2 may be
configured to transmit the corresponding printing data to the
multifunction device 1. For example, the multifunction
device 1 periodically confirms the printing request to the
authentication server 2, and if there is a confirmation from the
multifunction device 1, specifically, if there is a printing
request to the multifunction device 1, the control unit 20 of the
authentication server 2 may be configured to transmit the
corresponding printing data to the multifunction device 1. In
this case, even in the environment in which the data may not
be transmitted from the authentication server 2 to the multi-
function device 1, if the access from the multifunction device
1 to the authentication server 2 is possible, the authentication
server 2 can transmit the printing data to the multifunction
device 1 depending on the request therefrom.

Further, even when the authentication server 2 fails to
transmit the printing data to the multifunction device 1, the
authentication server 2 can retransmit the printing data
depending on the access from the multifunction device 1.
Therefore there is no need to stop the printing processing.
Further, according to above-described Embodiments 1 to 5,
when the authentication server 2 fails to transmit the printing
data to the multifunction device 1, the authentication server 2
may be configured to retransmit the printing data after a
predetermined time elapses.

According to Embodiments 1 to 5, the authentication
server 2 may further have a configuration to keep the infor-
mation of the multifunction device and the user information
(authentication information) obtained from the information
processing terminal 3 in the storage unit (not illustrated). In
this case, in the storage unit, the information ofthe multifunc-
tion device and the user information may be managed as log
information and the kept information may be analyzed. Fur-
ther, in the authentication server 2, a billing processing
according to the usage of the image output device, an analysis
processing of usage for the image output device and the like
may be executed.

In the image output system according to the present inven-
tion, in addition to the multifunction device 1, a printer which
has only a printer function, a display device which displays an
image and the like may be used.

Although the embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail, each configuration and operation may be
appropriately changed and therefore are not limited to the
foregoing embodiments.

As this description may be embodied in several forms
without departing from the spirit of essential characteristics
thereof, the present embodiments are therefore illustrative
and not restrictive, since the scope is defined by the appended
claims rather than by the description preceding them, and all
changes that fall within metes and bounds of the claims, or
equivalence of such metes and bounds thereof are therefore
intended to be embraced by the claims.
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The invention claimed is:

1. An image output system comprising: one or more image
output devices outputting an image based on obtained data; an
information processing device instructing the image output
device to output an image; and an authentication device
authenticating a user who instructs the image output through
the information processing device, wherein

the information processing device includes:

a code read unit that reads a code pattern coding device
information for specifying the image output device;
and

a processor that executes:

a step of obtaining the device information read by the
code read unit;

a step of obtaining user information for specifying a
user; and

a step of transmitting the obtained device information
and the obtained user information to the authenti-
cation device, and

the authentication device includes a processor that

executes:

a step of authenticating the user based on the user infor-
mation obtained from the information processing
device;

a step of specifying the image output device based on the
device information obtained from the information
processing device; and

a step of allowing the authenticated user to execute the
image output instructed to the specified image output
device.

2. The image output system according to claim 1, wherein

the device information includes information for specitying

the authentication device assigned to the image output
device,

the processor of the information processing device further

executes a step of specifying the authentication device

based on the device information, and

the processor of the information processing device trans-

mits the device information and the user information to

the specified authentication device.

3. The image output system according to claim 1, wherein

the code read unit includes an image obtaining unit, and

the processor of the information processing device obtains
the device information from data obtained by imaging
the code pattern using the image obtaining unit.

4. The image output system according to claim 1, wherein
the code pattern is a barcode.

5. The image output system according to claim 1, wherein
the code pattern is a QR code.
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6. An information processing device instructing an image
output device to output an image, comprising:

an image obtaining unit; and

a processor that executes:

a step of obtaining device information from data
obtained by imaging code pattern coding the device
information for specifying the image output device
using the image obtaining unit;

a step of obtaining user information for specifying a
user; and

a step of transmitting the obtained device information
and the obtained user information an outside.

7. An authentication device authenticating a user using an
external device, comprising a processor that executes:

a step of obtaining device information for specifying the

external device from an outside;

a step of obtaining user information for specifying a user
from an outside;

a step of authenticating whether the user is allowed to use
the external device based on the obtained user informa-
tion;

a step of specifying the external device to be used based on
the obtained device information; and

a step of permitting the authenticated user to use the speci-
fied external device.

8. The authentication device according to claim 7, wherein

the processor obtains status information relating to the
operation state of the external device along with the
device information, and

the processor further executes a step of determining
whether the external device is capable of operating
based on the obtained status information.

9. The authentication device according to claim 7, com-
prising a destination storage unit that stores the device infor-
mation and destination information of the external device in
association with each other, wherein

the processor specifies the destination information of the
external device corresponding to the device information
based on the information stored in the destination stor-
age unit.

10. The authentication device according to claim 9, com-
prising a data storage unit that stores data to be processed by
the external device for each user, wherein

the processor transmits the data stored in the data storage
unitin association with the permitted user to the external
device based on the specified destination information.
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